I can still remember the time Jeff Goodwin and I built an amusement park in his family room … that was one of our most fun projects! We were always building something … car lots, shopping malls, cities (I still fondly remember Lakeview I, II, III and IV), and once even a science lab, but I think the funnest thing we ever built to play with in his family room was that amusement park.

Now understand, we aren’t talking high tech, only high imagination. Jeff was the semi-rich kid in town, so he had boxes and boxes of legos and matchbox cars and building blacks and so on, which gave us the materials to make things, but we were the ones who decided we didn’t have to worry about how real we were with our things.

We built a rather large Rolla coaster called something like the dinosaur, which was put together with girder and panel, put together in ways girder and panel were never made to be used.

Our version of go carts involved lots of his matchbox cars, of course. And the lego moon landing set became a moon-themed play area, with rocket jet rides. We had a sky tower that was a magnet attached to a can lid, on a string that ran up to the ceiling. Yeah, low tech in the details, but fun.

A model railroad circled the place, kind of like the train at Disneyland, and I think we had bumper cars, as well, made out of legos, and running around on a smooth surface made of the roofish types of legos. There was an arcade filled with video games, and we made out log ride out odf Lincoln logs, because it just felt kind of right.

But for whatever silly reasons, I think my fave ride of the whole thing was our Great Glass Rollercoster. I know it wouldn’t work in real life, the glass wouldn’t have the strength to support the cars and all, but we’d made thing completely out of the clear lego pieces, so theoretically it was semi-invisible, and a heck of a lot of fun.

We got to play around with the amusement part and add new rides when we could think of them for about three weeks, then we were forced to clean out the family room because company would be coming soon. Still have fond memories, however!

